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This  hulletln  is  being  issued  in  place  of  the  monthly 
tabulations  of  agenoy  reports  formerly  forwarded  to 
cooperating  agencies.  It  will  oontain  each  month  an- 
alyses of  data  in  fields  not  covered,  in  the  bureau's 
Monthly  Relief  Bulletin  and  news  items  of  Interest  in 
connection  with  the  registration  of  social  statistics 


TRENDS  IN  THE  HEALTH  FIELDS 


Olinio  service 

Increasing  dependence  upon  olinics  for  medi- 
cal and  dental  care  is  shown  consistently  in  the 
reports  received  each  month  from  the  41  metropoli- 
tan areas  included  in  the  bureau's  social-regis- 
tration project.  Reoently,  however,  there  is  indi- 
cation of  a strong  tendenoy  toward  a lessened  rate 
of  increase,  apparently  directly  related  to  the 
curtailment  of  clinlo  service  by  agencies  operat- 
ing under  reduced  budgets. 

Comparable  monthly  reports  on  olinio  visits 
are  available  sinoe  the  beginning  of  1929  for  a 
group  of  144  agencies  located  in  19  metropolitan 
areas.  As  is  shown  in  Table  1,  the  rate  of  annual 
growth  In  volume  of  clinic  service  varied  widely 
in  the  different  reporting  areas,  but  in  most  in- 
stances the  percentage  increase  was  less  between 
1930  and  1931  than  between  1929  and  1930.  For  the 


group  as  a whole  the  growth  between  1930  and  1931 
was  14.3  per  oent;  between  1929  and  1930,  18.5  per 
oent . 

Monthly  changes  in  the  number  of  clinic  visits 
are  shown  in  the  aooompanying  ohart . In  eaoh  month 
from  January,  1929,  to  March,  1932  (the  latest 
month  for  whloh  oomplete  reports  are  available), 
the  number  of  visits  has  been  above  that  for  the 
corresponding  month  of  the  preceding  year. 

Since  the  summer  of  1931  the  difference  be- 
tween monthly  figures  in  successive  years  has  be- 
oome  less  marked.  Total  visits  for  the  first  three 
months  of  1932  were  1,164,011  in  comparison  with 
1,093,897  for  the  same  months  in  1931,  an  increase 
of  6.4  per  cent.  The  increase  for  these  months  be- 
tween 1930  and  1931  was  21.1  per  centjbetween  1929 
and  1930,  19.0  per  oent. 


Table  i.  - Number  of  olinio  visits  in  19  metropolitan  areas  during  1929.  1930,  and  1931 

and  percentage  of  annual  change 


Metropolitan  area 

Number 

of 

agendas 

Number  of  olinio  visits 

Per  cei 
increasf 
or  decret 

it  of 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1929 

to 

icto 

1930 

to 

1551 

Total  - 19  areas 

144 

3.233,103 

3,830,163 

4,376,560 

+18. 5 

+14-3 

Akron 

3 

62,271 

74,838 

89,226 

420.2 

419.2 

Bridgeport 

1 

19,686 

l4,212 

37,633 

+4o  6 

+36.1 

Buffalo 

14 

282,252 

377,096 

+16.0 

+15.2 

Canton 

1 

8,928 

21,918 

+59-2 

+54.2 

Cincinnati 

12 

229,302 

278,503 

350,010 

+21.5 

+25.7 

Cleveland 

l4 

415,108 

495,798 

592,456 

+19.4 

419-5 

Columbus 

3 

8:» 

681,485 

41,374 

55,74l 

54,457 

+30.5 

+31.6 

Dayton 

3 

68,915 

+24.5 

+23.6 

Detroit 

20 

899,273 

288,854 

990,077 

432.0 

+10.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

14 

245,282 

286,266 

+17.8 

- 0.9 

Lancaster 

3 

23,168 

22,522 

26,052 

- 2.8 

+15.7 

Minneapolis 

11 

118,791 

130,312 

165,793 

*•  9-7 

+27.2 

Newark 

12 

282,039 

339,776 

539,607 

67,516 

64,818 

401,298 

+20.5 

+18.1 

New  Orleans 
Omaha 

The  Oranges 

l 

10 

540,366 

59,165 

48,343 

563,863 

81,390 

76,977 

- 0.1 
+14.1 
+34.1 

+ 4.5 
+20.5 
+18.8 

Richmond 

4 

48,595 

62,434 

1 im 

+28.5 

+24.2 

St.  Paul 

5 

80,337 

92,857 

+15-6 

+14.7 

Tiohita 

1 

11,522 

6,615 

9,09s 

-42.6 

4-37-5 

2 - 


Table  2.  - Number  of  days'  care  to  patients  In  hospitals  and  related  institutions 
in  10  metropolitan  areas  during  1929,  1930,  and  1931 
and  percentage  of  days'  care  given  to  free  oases 


Metropolitan  area 

Number 

of 

agencies 

Number  of  days' 

oare 

Percentage  of 
days ' care 
to  free  oases 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1929 

1930 

1931 

Total  - 10  areas 

71 

3,691,847 

3,746,706 

3,799,123 

42.8 

46.0 

52.2 

Akron 

5 

279,691 

270,852 

253,312 

26.7 

37.0 

45.8 

Buffalo 

16 

1,047,589 

1,066,905 

1,088,086 

38.0 

39.7 

49.8 

Cincinnati 

14 

869,564 

894,719 

920,525 

45.7 

48.9 

51.5 

Dayton 

4 

264,081 

266 , 949 

258,363 

51.6 

58.0 

61.4 

Grand  Rapids 

6 

209,527 

208 , 250 

194,926 

29.7 

34.4 

44.0 

Lancaster 

3 

64,979 

72,433 

77,390 

39.0 

39.0 

43.0 

Newark 

11 

602,238 

615,354 

616,527 

55.9 

55.4 

59.8 

The  Oranges 

4 

146 , 520 

137,590 

136,182 

16.5 

15.8 

17.7 

Ri chmond 

7 

183,142 

190,327 

232,681 

65.8 

74.1 

74.2 

Sharon 

1 

24,516 

23,327 

21,131 

16.3 

22.7 

35.9 

Hospital  care. 

The  proportion  of  free  care  in  hospitals  and 
related  institutions  has  also  increased  noticeably 
during  recent  years.  For  71  institutions  in  10 
metropolitan  areas  comparable  reports  on  days'care 
to  pay,  part-pay,  and  free  oases  have  been  filed 
since  January,  1929. 

As  is  shown  in  Table  2 and  the  accompanying 
chart,  the  total,  number  of  days'  oare  to  patients 
increased  slightly  between  1929  and  1930  and  also 
between  1930  and  1931.  In  5 of  the  areas,  however, 
the  total  days'  care  was  less  in  1931  than  in  1929. 

In  all  areas  both  the  actual  and  the  relative 
number  of  days'  care  to  free  oases  increased  each 
year.  In  1929,  42.8  per  cent  of  the  days'  care  in 
the  entire  group  of  institutions  was  to  free  cases. 
In  1930  the  proportion  was  46.0;  in  1931,  52.2. 


Visiting-nurse  servloe. 

Changes  in  the  proportion  of  free  service  pro- 
vided by  visiting-nurse  organizations  in  14  metro- 
politan areas  have  also  been  studied  for  the  period 
since  January,  1929.  (Table  3 and  accompanying 
chart . ) 

Between  1929  and  1930  the  total  number  of 
visits  in  nearly  all  areas  increased  at  approxi- 
mately the  same  rate  as  the  number  of  visits  to 
free  cases.  The  number  of  pay  and  part-pay  visits 
changed  but  slightly. 

In  1931  the  total  number  of  visits  continued 
to  increase,  but  there  was  a distinct  drop  in  the 
number  for  which  the  agency  received  payment  and 
a corresponding  rise  in  the  load  of  free  service. 
In  1929  the  percentage  of  free  visits  was  52.7;  in 
1930,  54.4;  in  1931,  58.3. 


Table  3.  - Number  of  nursing  visits  to  patients  under  the  care  of  visiting-nurse 
associations  in  14  metropolitan  areas  during  1929,  1930,  and  1931 
and  percentage  of  nursing  visits  given  to  free  cases 


Metropolitan  area 

Number 

of 

agenoies 

Number  of  nursing  visits 

Percentage  of 
nursing  visits 
to  free  cases 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1929 

1930 

1931 

Total  - 14  areas 

15 

1,161,129 

1,224,644 

1,238,911 

52.7 

54.4 

58.3 

Bridgeport 

2 

65,455 

67,742 

67,843 

49.0 

59.4 

57.7 

Buffalo 

1 

132,702 

141,224 

153,302 

57.7 

59.8 

61.8 

Canton 

1 

30,825 

30,851 

30,596 

61.1 

66.1 

69.6 

Cincinnati 

1 

58,542 

55 , 970 

45,436 

40.0 

39.6 

45.7 

01 eveland 

1 

150,593 

151,133 

169,882 

40.0 

39.9 

46.3 

Dayton 

1 

62,720 

68.912 

64,582 

75.0 

80.4 

85.2 

Denver 

1 

86,624 

108,333 

96 , 886 

86.5 

88.7 

87.8 

Detroit 

1 

173,424 

194,656 

181,545 

30.0 

34.9 

40.8 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

1 

145,637 

138,372 

143,796 

78.3 

73.7 

76.1 

Lancaster 

1 

21,805 

23,208 

23,841 

19.6 

19.5 

23.5 

Newark 

1 

44,018 

52,384 

56,759 

19.3 

21.8 

23.7 

Omaha 

1 

71,838 

66,753 

73,021 

68.1 

66.2 

78.7 

St.  Louis 

1 

102,648 

108,603 

116,708 

41.4 

43.0 

50.5 

8ioux  City 

1 

14,298 

16,503 

14,714 

61.9 

61.8 

56.5 
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Childrens  Bureau 


Number  of  Visits  to  Clinics 

160  agencies  in  19  metropolitan  areas 
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U.  S.  Department  of  Labor 
Childrens  Bureau 


Number  of  Days’  Care  to  Patients  in  Hospitals  and  Related  Institutions 

73  institutions  in  10  metroplitan  areas 


Total  days  care 
19X9 

1930 

1931 


Free 


U.  5.  Department  of  Labor 
Children’s  Bureau 


Number  of  Nursing  Visits  to  Patients  under  the  Care  of  Visiting-Nurse  Associations 

15  associations  in  14  metroplitan  areas 


Total  visits 


1 9 2.9 

1930 

1931 


Thousands 

0 ZOO 4^2 6<po  eoo !££2 1^00 
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Pay  and  part-pay 
192.9 

1930 

1931 


Free 

192,9 

1930 

1931 
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MONTHLY  REPORTS 

Social-statistics  reports  received  by  the 
bureau  each  month  cover  22  fields  of  social  and 
health  work  as  organized  in  41  metropolitan  areas. 
Three  areas  having  probationary  status  are  for- 
warding reports  in  preparation  for  admission  in 
1933. 

The  registration  reports  come  from  2,167  co- 
operating agencies  through  supervisors  appointed 
in  each  area  to  act  as  local  collecting  agents  for 
the  bureau.  In  most  cases  the  supervisor  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  staff  of  the  community  chest  or  coun- 
cil of  social  agencies. 

Many  of  the  reports  deal  with  the  care  of  de- 
pendent and  neglected  children.  Of  the  2,951  sep- 
arate reports  received,  612  are  from  Institutions 
and  case-work  agencies  organized  for  such  service. 
Day  nurseries  and  maternity  homes  furnish  264  re- 
ports. 

Another  large  group  of  reports  gives  informa- 
tion on  trends  in  family-welfare  service  and  re- 
lief, including  special  assistance  in  the  form  of 
mothers'  aid,  blind  relief,  old-age  relief,  veter- 
ans' relief,  and  work  relief.  These  reports  form 
473  of  the  total. 

Agencies  providing  temporary  shelter  for  home- 
less or  transient  persons  and  travelers  aid  for- 
ward 237  reports. 

Data  on  hospital  in-patient  service  oome  from 
352  agencies  and  on  clinic  and  out-patient  service 
from  323.  Reports  are  also  furnished  by  112  medi- 
cal social  service  departments,  45  mental -hygiene 
clinics,  126  public  health  nursing  organizations, 
61  school  health  services,  233  homes  for  the  aged, 
indigent, and  chronically  ill,  and  31  city  or  coun- 
ty medical  services  for  the  noninstitutional  care 
of  the  sick  poor. 

Twenty-six  legal-aid  societies  provide  monthly 
statistics,  33  probation  departments,  and  23  ju- 
venile-detention homes. 

A supplement  to  this  issue  of  the  News  Bulle- 
tin contains  a list  of  the  metropolitan  areas  in 
the  social-registration  project,  a description  of 
the  districts  included  within  each  area,  the  name 
and  agency  affiliation  of  the  local  supervisor, 
and  the  names  of  cooperating  agencies  and  the 


fields  in  which  they  report.  Changes  in  agencies 
or  in  fields  covered  will  be  noted  currently  in 
the  News  Bulletin  so  that  the  list  can  be  keot  up 
to  date. 

Estimates  of  the  population  of  the  areas  as 
of  July  1,1932, are  in  preparation  and  will  be  pre- 
sented in  the  next  issue  of  the  bulletin. 


COMMITTEE  NEWS 

Professor  Robert  E.  Chaddock  of  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, chairman  of  the  statistics  committee  of 
the  Social  Science  Research  Council,  has  been  made 
a member  of  the  bureau's  advisory  committee  on  so- 
cial statistics. 

New  appointments  to  the  bureau's  committee  on 
child-welfare  statistics  include  Miss  Mary  Irene 
Atkinson,  superintendent  of  the  division  of  chari- 
ties of  the  Ohio  State  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare; Dr.  Neva  R.  Deardorff,  director  of  the  re- 
search bureau  of  the  New  York  City  Welfare  Coun- 
cil; Dr.  Emil  Frankel,  research  director  of  the 
New  Jersey  State  Department  of  Institutions  and 
Agencies;  and  Miss  Ethel  Verry,  superintendent  of 
the  Chicago  Orphan  Asylum.  An  early  meeting  of 
the  committee  is  planned  for  the  consideration  of 
various  problems  arising  in  the  collection  and  a- 
nalysis  of  child-welfare  statistics. 

The  joint  committee  on  public  health  nursing 
statistics,  of  which  Miss  Louise  M.  Tattershall  of 
the  National  Organization  for  Public  Health  Nurs- 
ing is  chairman,  met  on  June  17  to  review  suggest- 
ed revisions  in  the  preliminary  draft  of  the  com- 
mittee's handbook  on  records  and  statistics  in  the 
field  of  public  health  nursing.  This  handbook  has 
gone  to  press. 

Miss  Helen  I.  Fisk  of  the  New  York  Charity  Or- 
ganization Society,  chairman  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee on  family-welfare  statistics,  is  preparing  a 
handbook  on  statistical  reporting  for  publication 
by  the  Family  Welfare  Association  of  America.  Miss 
Fisk  spent  a day  in  Washington  recently  studying 


1933  SCHEDULES  AND  INSTRUCTIONS 


reports  being  received  from  family  welfare  socie- 
ties cooperating  in  the  social-  registration  pro- 
ject. The  committee  met  on  June  18  for  discussion 
of  the  bureau's  plan  of  reporting  in  relation  to 
the  recommendations  to  be  included  in  the  associa- 
tion's handbook. 

The  joint  committee  on  legal-aid  statistics, 
of  which  John  S.  Bradway  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Legal  Aid  Organizations  is  chairman,  met 
May  20  in  Philadelphia  during  the  National  Confer- 
ence of  Social  Work.  A cooperative  experiment  has 
been  conducted  in  several  legal-aid  societies  to 
determine  through  the  use  of  daily  tally  sheets 
the  advisability  of  making  certain  changes  in 
items  and  definitions  on  the  bureau's  report  form 
for  legal-aid  societies.  Findings  of  the  experi- 
ment were  reviewed  at  the  committee  meeting,  and 
certain  changes  in  the  present  plan  of  reports 
were  recommended. 

THE  SOCIAL  STATISTICS  UNIT 
An  important  step  forward  in  the  development 
of  social-statistics  registration  was  taken  in 
April  when  a social-statistics  unit  was  established 
in  the  Children's  Bureau  with  a full-time  director, 
Dr.  Emma  A.  Winslow,  in  charge. 

Previously  the  direction  of  the  social-regis- 
tration project  and  the  supervision  of  the  field 
service  formed  one  of  the  many  responsibilities  of 
the  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Bureau,  Miss  Katharine 
F.  Lenroot,  and  the  checking  and  summarizing  of  a- 
gency  reports  was  part  of  the  work  of  the  bureau's 
statistical  division. 

The  new  plan  brings  into  close  relationship 
all  phases  of  the  organization  and  administration 
of  social-statistics  reporting.  It  is  hoped  that 
it  will  result  in  quicker  service  to  agencies  in 
connection  with  reporting  problems  and  in  earlier 
publication  of  annual  reports. 

In  addition  to  Doctor  Winslow,  the  field  and 
supervisory  staff  of  the  social-statistics  unit 
consists  of  Miss  Glenn  Steele,  who  writes  annual 
reports  and  special  articles,  two  field  represen- 
tatives, Miss  Kathryn  D.  Goodwin  and  Mies  Martha 
Wood,  and  a statistical  supervisor,  Miee  Margaret 
Leahy. 


Schedules  and  instructions  for  monthly  re- 
ports during  1933  are  to  be  the  same  as  those  in 
use  during  1932  unless  experience  in  the  field  in- 
dicates that  a change  in  an  item  or  a definition 
Is  of  major  importance. 

This  was  the  unanimous  recommendation  of 
supervisors  and  agency  representatives  present  at 
the  round-table  meeting  in  Philadelphia  on  May  17 
during  the  National  Conference  of  Social  Work,  and 
was  definitely  approved  as  a bureau  policy  at  the 
meeting  of  the  advisory  committee  which  followed 
the  round-table  discussion. 

A number  of  suggested  ohanges  in  items  and 
definitions  have  been  received  by  the  bureau.  If 
supervisors  or  agencies  have  additional  changes  to 
recommend,  they  should  be  forwarded  not  later  than 
August  1 so  that  they  may  be  reviewed  and  those 
approved  as  of  major  importance  can  be  incorporat- 
ed in  the  1933  schedules  and  instructions,  for 
printing  in  the  early  fall.  This  plan  will  make 
possible  the  distribution  of  forms  to  the  agencies 
in  advance  of  the  preparation  of  the  January ,1933, 
reports . 

PUBLICATIONS  ON  SOCIAL  STATISTICS 
IN  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  RELATED  FIELDS 

Preprints  from  United  States  Children's  Bureau 
Publication  No.  209,  Sooial  Statistics  in 
Child  Welfare  and  Related  Fields — Annual 
Report  for  the  Year  1930: 

Family  Welfare 

Summary  of  Expenditures  for  Relief 
General  Family  Welfare  and  Relief 
Mothers'  Aid 
Veterans'  Aid 

Temporary  Shelter  for  Homeless  or  Tran- 
sient Persons  and  Travelers  Aid 

Day  Nurseries 

Legal  Aid 

Protective  Case  Work  for  Young  People 
and  Maternity  Homes 

Care  of  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children 

Articles  in  Monthly  Labor  Review: 

October,  1930 — 

Collection  of  Social  Statistics  by  the 
United  States  Children's  Bureau 

February,  1932 — 

Aged  in  Public  and  Private  Institutions, 
1930 


